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forests, which the practice of military art has never
allowed them to learn. It is therefore Evident that
the garrisons are of No use to the savages either
within or without their villages; they are entirely
useless for their Preservation or their defense.

Now if they be useless to the savages, they are
still more so to the voyageurs who obtain Permission
to come up here to trade, and who alone are entitled
to do so, to the exclusion of all the others—who
have no right to it, and who cannot trade without
doing the voyageurs an Injustice. And yet such is
the sole occupation of all the garrisons; Such is their
unique employment — which is not only Unnecessary
for the voyageurs, but is exceedingly hurtful to
them, and does them damage to the extent of all the
Beaver-skins and other furs that the soldiers collect.
Finally, the garrisons are no more Useful to the
missionaries than to the savages and the voyageurs.
It should be the duty of the Commandant to employ
them in behalf of the missionaries, on various occa-
sions when the latter are frequently obliged to go
to beg the officials to be pleased to repress the
misconduct and public acts of Insolence of the dealers
in brandy, and of the fugitive voyageurs—who go
from one mission to another, making the savages
drunk and seducing the women in all the Cabins
where they lodge; or they go to visit them, enter-
tain them, Caress them, solicit them, and purchase
the enjoyment of their Bodies. The only answer to
these prayers that we get from the Commandants is,
that they have not enough men to allow of their
doing so,— either because the garrisons are not suffi-
ciently numerous; or, even if they were larger,
they would not be of much more help to the



